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2019 Proudly Ag Conference & 

AGM Agenda

Radisson Hotel- Saskatoon, SK

Wednesday, January 9, 2019

11:00 AM Registration 

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00  Opening Remarks- SYA Chair: Brittany Yuzik

        Greetings from Canadian Young Farmers' Forum 

        Greetings from Steven Bonk, MLA, Legislative Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture

1:30  Murad Al-Katib- President & CEO AGT Foods- Entrepreneurship and Innovation: 

         Seizing Canada’s Opportunity in Feeding the World

2:15 Sponsor Feature: Shawn Senko: Canola Council of Canada- Clubroot, Don't

        Let This Yield-Robbing Disease Move Into Your Field

2:45 PM Networking Break

3:15 Matt & Lesley Kelly- Breaking Barriers in Agriculture

4:00 Sponsor Feature: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture

4:15 SYA Roundtable Discussion Facilitated by SYA Board of Directors 

5:00 Banquet Networking Hour

6:00 Formal Supper

7:00 2019 Keynote Speaker: Brad Wall

 

Thursday January 10, 2019

8:00 AM Breakfast

8:45 Sponsor Feature: Christine Bunch, Affinity Credit Union

9:00 Dan Aberhart- Aberhart Ag Solutions- The Three Levels of Entrepreneurial Enlightenment

9:45 Chris Lane- Canadian Western Agribition CEO- The Wild West

10:30 Networking Break

11:00 Sponsor Feature: Kathy McCrum, VP Human Resources & Safety- SaskPower

11:15 Curtis Weber- Triumph over Tragedy - A Personal Journey

12:00 PM Networking Lunch

1:00 Sponsor Feature: Shaun Jessome- Publisher, The Western Producer & Vice President, 

       Glacier FarmMedia

1:15 Group Photo

1:30 SYA AGM

2:45 Closing Remarks

 

 

#SYA19
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I would like to thank everyone who attended SYA 
events in 2018. The SYA Board of Directors and 
staff work to plan and host events that you the 
membership ask for. We have a board that is eager to 
serve the membership and sponsors. Please continue 
to reach out and let us know what you would 
like to see at coming events. We look forward to 
hosting you in 2019. SYA kicks off the year with this 
conference. It is SYA’s signature event of the year and 
we pride ourselves on the success of it. 

These events would not be possible without the 
support from the sponsors. Thank you to all of them who continue to support 
SYA. This organization continues to be one that is looked to for hosting 
educational opportunities and networking that are industry wide. We will be 
spending the coming months planning for more SYA events and opportunities 
and we encourage you to stay up to date through social media and email updates. 
If you have any questions, always feel free to contact the SYA office or any SYA 
director. Enjoy the conference and have a good rest of your winter.

Welcome From the Chair
Welcome to the Saskatchewan Young Ag 
Entrepreneurs – Proudly Ag Conference! This 
year marks our 12th year hosting the annual SYA 
conference. This event is unique to many as it 
encompasses specifically young producers and 
entrepreneurs from all avenues of the agriculture 
industry. With this in mind, the board wanted to 
focus on topics that are relevant and motivational 
to the people who are helping drive innovation and 
change. In today’s demographic we are seeing a 
cultural shift of people transfer into and out of the 
industry, as many of our mentors and supporters step 

down and the youth steps up. This means that there is an influx of young people 
who are in need of experience, knowledge and solid network to count on. We at 
the SYA believe we can provide that to the industry. A place where like-minded 
individuals can come together and share in their experience and knowledge to 
help shape and mentor the generation of tomorrow. 

Throughout this conference, I encourage you to connect and engage with your 
peers. In doing so, my hope is that you walk away from this conference with a new 
perspective or a new friend. On behalf of the SYA Board and myself, we welcome 
you to our conference and hope you know, just how Proudly Ag, we are.

Welcome From the General Manager

THANK YOU 
to Our  
Board of Directors
Travis Borsa
Member at Large
Alexander Carey
Vice Chair 
Ty Kehrig
Secretary
Sheldon Mattus
Director
Shawn Mantyka
Director
Glen Munholland
Director
Ryan Scragg 
Member at Large
Chris VanCaeseele
Treasurer
Brittany Yuzik  
Chair
Staff 
Carla Borsa 
General Manager 
Gwenda Voldeng        
Accounting

To provide a networking opportunity 
for young ag-entrepreneurs in 
Saskatchewan at a provincial and 
national level, where they can 
exchange ideas, access development 
opportunities, and exchange their 
views on agriculture and rural 
issues, in promotion of a sustainable 
agriculture industry

Mission
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Brad Wall served as the 14th Premier of Saskatchewan. Winning majorities in 2007, 2011 and
2016 he was Premier for 10 years until retiring from politics in early 2018. Under Wall’s 
leadership, the Saskatchewan party secured over 60% of the popular vote in both 2011 and 
2016, the highest vote percentages in Saskatchewan history. Wall’s government implemented 
an ambitious goal-oriented growth plan in 2007, updated in 2012. The plan focused the 
government on competitive taxes (historic reductions in income tax, property tax and small 
business tax), effective but efficient regulations, balanced labor laws, historic and strategic 
infrastructure investment, diversification through innovation (first ever patent box innovation 
tax incentive in North America), as well as international engagement and export promotion.
At the end of Wall’s tenure there were 60,000 more jobs in Saskatchewan, 160,000 more
people, a 46% increase in exports including an 84% increase in merchandise exports, and a
123% increase in wholesale trade. During this decade of growth Saskatchewan also earned 

its first ever AAA credit rating which it maintained through a difficult and prolonged commodity price down cycle. The 
government also paid down its operating debt by $1 billion and had the second lowest debt-to-GDP ratio in the country.
Wall credits the people, the private sector, and the natural resources strength of Saskatchewan for its transformation into a 
‘have’ province whose economy is forecast by RBC to lead the country in growth in 2018 and 2019. He believes, however, 
that government policies are key to setting the tone and creating the right environment for sustained economic growth. 
He has often said that growth is not an end in itself. Rather it is the quality of life that is supported by a strong economy 
and a strong but competitive tax base that should be the goal. Wall’s government used the strength of sustained growth 
to transform the longest wait times for surgery into among the shortest in Canada though private sector innovations, 
eliminated a waitlist for group homes spaces for the intellectually disabled, built 40 new and replacement schools and 
funded the construction of the Children’s Hospital - a first for Saskatchewan. Brad is married to Tami, a Civil Engineer, 
who is involved in leadership roles with the Red Cross and in local music. They have 3 grown  children and live in Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan. Brad is a music lover ...outlaw country music, Cash and Elvis top his list. He may or may not
own Waylon Jennings’ 1973 Eldorado.

SYA Proudly Ag Speakers

Lesley and her husband, Matt, have a 6,000-acre family farm at Watrous, SK where they grow 
a variety of different crops. Over the years, they’ve come to realize that a successful harvest 
hinges on the general well-being of the farmer. They now make mental health a priority on 
and off the farm. Talking about it has become part of their day-to-day life and they openly 
discuss the challenges they face, both large and small. Through their journeys with mental 
health has sparked a discussion that they’re still having today and year and a half ago, 
shared a live video about their challenges and how they worked together to find solutions. 
Communication has become their outlet for any anxieties they face. They don’t shy away from 
these topics, which takes the stigma out of them. Lesley has even addressed some in her blog, 
High Heels and Canola Fields. By sharing a few facets of her life, she offers support to others. 
Lesley is a co-founder of the Do More Agriculture Foundation which champions the mental 
well being of Canadian producers. Matt and Lesley hope to encourage others in the farming 

community to speak openly about mental health. This will make both farmers and the agricultural industry stronger.

Murad Al-Katib, President, CEO and Board member of AGT Food and Ingredients Inc. A 
strategic business and financial thinker in an international agri-food commodity trading 
business, Murad founded AGT Foods in 2001, building a Canadian start-up into a global 
billion dollar value-added pulses, staple foods and ingredients company.  Murad serves as 
Chair of the Government of Canada National Agri-Food Strategy Roundtable, on the Asia 
Pacific Foundation of Canada Board and as the Economic Development Regina Board 
Chair. Past Boards include the CSCA, Pulse Canada and a number of Canadian Government 
advisory boards and panels. Murad’s has received a number of prestigious awards including 
the 2017 Saskatchewan Order of Merit, the Senate 150th Anniversary Medal in 2018, 
an Honorary Degree from the University of Regina, the 2017 “Oslo Business for Peace” 
Honouree, 2017 EY “World Entrepreneur of the Year” after being named National and Prairie 
Region “Entrepreneur of the Year”, 2016 UN Association of Canada “Global Citizen Laureate”, 

PROFIT Guide Magazine’s “30 Most Fabulous Entrepreneurs of the Past 30 Years” list, the Globe & Mail “Canada’s Top 40 
under 40” and the Western Producer “44 Innovators Who Shaped Prairie Agriculture”.
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Chris Lane is the CEO at Canadian Western Agribition (CWA), where he leads an 
organization that generates $73 million in GDP for the province of Saskatchewan annually. 
He is tasked with growing the business on the balance sheet and in the community, as well 
as perfecting the “Agribition experience” for more than 125,000 guests and hundreds of 
exhibitors, sponsors and international visitors. Before CWA, he spent 15 years in media as 
a multiple Gemini-winning TV news Producer for CBC. Chris is originally from Grande 
Prairie, Alberta and proud to call Regina home.

Christine grew up in the remote mining town of Flin Flon, Manitoba.  After high school, she 
moved to Brandon, Manitoba, where she studied Music Performance and Social Sciences, 
graduating in 2006. She began work in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 2007 and has continued her 
credit union career after her family’s move to Oxbow, Saskatchewan in 2012.  She have been 
in lending since 2009, transitioning from personal lending to more agricultural and business 
lending in 2013.  She currently services the Carlyle and Broadview areas, and is also part of 
the Saskatchewan Young Leaders Committee; a diverse group of credit union employees, 
aged 35 and under, that provides leadership development opportunities to strengthen our 
Saskatchewan Credit Union system.  When not working or running kids to hockey, figure 
skating or swimming, she spends time in learning new forms of being creative; most recently 
in stained glass work.

Dan grew up on his family’s farm, a now 14 thousand acre mixed grain operation in 
Saskatchewan; and later studied agriculture at the University of Saskatchewan. He spent 15 
years in marketing, sales, business development, and leadership roles spanning the Prairies’ 
farming communities.  Along with his dad Harvey, and brother Terry, Dan founded Aberhart 
Ag Solutions in 2015; where the family has introduced an elemental sulphur product to 
farmers that’s agronomically, logistically, and economically superior. Thanks to a network of 
partners developed by Dan, Bio-Sul is fast becoming the sustainable fertilizer of choice.  
Dan’s vision and drive has taken Aberhart Ag Solutions from a fresh start-up to a company 
with millions in annual sales. A born entrepreneur, and the face of Aberhart Ag, Dan is 
synonymous with performance. The marketing maverick has redefined how to bring a better 
product to farmers, and he’s done it in a rarely-used method for the industry. A social media 
guru, Dan has created a specific branding strategy that has made the company a trusted 
household name. His videos and podcasts are relatable and creative.

SYA Proudly Ag Speakers
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Curtis Weber comes from Battleford Saskatchewan, where he has been inspiring and 
influencing change in safety behaviours across Canada/US for over 10 years. Working in 
safety as a Trainer, Consultant, Officer and Speaker, following a near fatal workplace incident, 
Curtis has been able to develop a unique way of challenging audiences to change the way they 
perceive safety. Curtis believes that before we can develop or change a safety culture, first we 
must understand and influence human behaviours towards safety. Using his own personal 
experience of a near fatal workplace incident, let Curtis take you on his journey and challenge 
you on the way you think about safety.

Before joining Glacier and the Western Producer in 2012, Shaun had 28 plus years of 
experience in print and online media. In addition to his role as Vice-President of Glacier 
FarmMedia, Shaun is Publisher of Western Producer publications. Prior to joining Glacier, 
Shaun had a long and varied career in media with Bowes Publishers and then Sun Media, 
most recently as Group Publisher of six newspapers in Alberta and Saskatchewan, along with 
the dual role of Publisher and Advertising Manager of the Lloydminster Meridian Booster 
and Vermillion Standard. He started his career in newspapers in 1984 as an advertising 
salesperson at the daily Fort McMurray Today in Alberta. In his various roles, Shaun has 
always committed strongly to community; he has a terrific record of service but most 
important, understands how a community connects to its publication.

Kathy McCrum was appointed Vice-President of Human Resources and Safety in November 
2017. Prior to accepting this role at SaskPower, Mrs. McCrum held the position of director, 
Human Resources at the Co-op Refinery Complex. During her time at the Refinery, she was 
responsible for the HR functions and contributed to the operational strategy. Previously, 
Mrs. McCrum worked for Kramer LTD (CAT) as vice-president, Human Resources and 
Safety and led the customer experience work for the organization. This provided her with 
the opportunity to work with executive industry peers from across the Americas, as well 
as with Caterpillar leadership in Illinois. Mrs. McCrum started her career with Canadian 
Pacific Railway, where she held various managerial roles within Human Resources, Customer 
Service Operations and Business Development. She played an integral role as a member of 
the American Railway Engineer and Maintenance Association (AREMA) and helped shape 
the direction of the North American railway engineering field. She credits her foundational 

years in operations for shaping her strong beliefs with respect to the critical importance strategic human resources plays 
in the direct success of the business. Graduating from the University of Regina with a bachelor of business administration, 
Mrs. McCrum holds her Canadian Professional Human Resource (CPHR) designation. She also received her Personal and 
Professional Coaching Certification and is a certified personal and professional coach through Concordia University.
She has volunteered as Chair of the Board for a cooperative day-care centre, and spent many years volunteering as a 
certified fitness instructor. Mrs. McCrum currently serves on the Regina Exhibition Association Limited board (operating 
Evraz Place).

SYA Proudly Ag Speakers
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SYA Supporting Partners

Wherever you farm, Glacier FarmMedia is there. Our acclaimed stable of agricultural  
content sources inform and inspire more producers than any other media group in Canada.  

Look to our publications, apps, websites, agricultural events and weather monitoring 
products, to deliver the information you need — when you need it.

Online Mobile Enews Print Events Video Weather Markets

For more information visit www.farmmedia.com 

The farmers’ first choice for the  
latest ag news and information.
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SYA Supporting Partners

Don’t let this yield-robbing disease  
move into your field. 

Prevention is your best option. Practice  
crop rotation, select resistant varieties,  

limit soil movement and scout.

PreventClubroot.ca
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SYA Supporting Partners
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SYA Supporting Partners

Driven by  
our members.
You know what drives Affinity? It’s you, our members. 
That’s why your financial well-being is our top priority. 
After all, we’re in it together.

www.affinitycu.ca 1.866.863.6237
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SYA Supporting Partners
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SYA Supporting Partners
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Almost half of all power line contacts  
involve large equipment. Be aware 
of power lines around you.

#skpowersafe

SYA Supporting Partners
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SYA Supporting Partners

We do farm auctions right.

rbauction.com/farmauction   |  800.491.4494

Local service, global market reach · Flexible contract options including cash guarantees · Unparalleled 
marketing · Full service auctions on-farm or on-site · The best of both worlds: on-site & online bidders · 
Certainty of sale & peace of mind  
Call us for a free no obligation assessment today.
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SYA Supporting Partners

V I S I T  S O U T H C O U N T R Y. C A

Highway #2 North
Assiniboia, Sk.
306-642-3366

#8 South Plains Road W
Emerald Park, Sk.
306-721-5050

609 Hwy #48
Montmartre, Sk.
306-424-2212

609 Main St N
Mossbank Sk.
306-354-2411

Highway# 6
Raymore, Sk.
306-746-2210

Hwy # 6 & 22
Southey, Sk.
306-726-2155

Highway #39 N
Weyburn, Sk.
306-842-4686

1731 Main St N
Moose Jaw, Sk.
306-692-2371

INNOVATION  I  INTEGRITY  I  SOLUTIONS

South Country’s Crop Intelligence App - 
Interprets Field Connect Data and calculates

 Crop Available Water and Water Driven Yield Potential.

Know Your Numbers - Realize Your Potential!
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SYA Supporting Partners

Your 

conexus.ca

We can help.

GROW YOUR

 

 

Toll free: 1-844-850-CORR (2677) 
Contact: inquiries@corrgrain.ca 

www.corrgrain.ca 
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After starting in Saskatchewan in 1959, 
we’re proud to support the next generation of 
entrepreneurs achieve success.

www.flaman.com
306.700.0057

Offering farmers innovative solutions since 1959

SYA Supporting Partners

ignite

Allumés!

Where ideas fuel action 
• Next-level event for farmers under 40
•  Insights from top industry agvocates
•  Engaging keynote speakers
•  Exceptional networking opportunities

Who should attend?
Anyone under 40 involved in agriculture,  
agribusiness or agri-food.

fcc.ca/ignite

March 28 Saskatoon

As a farmer or someone active in the food processing industry, the challenges you face 
are different from the ones your parents dealt with. From increased global competition 
to tighter financial markets, our team understands the complex and changing 
landscape of the Canadian agriculture industry. We provide specialized expertise 
in tax, financial reporting, farm management and succession planning to keep you 
competitive and profitable.

Home Grown Business Solutions
MNP is proud to be a silver partner of the 
Saskatchewan Young Ag-Entrepreneurs. 

To find out what MNP can do for you, contact 
Evan Shout, CPA, CA, Senior Manager, at 
306.664.8384 or evan.shout@mnp.ca 
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SYA Supporting Partners

306-242-7275

PROUD TO SERVE THE PRAIRIES
& PROUD SUPPORTER OF SYA

AGRICULTURAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL

PRE-ENGINEERED STEEL 
BUILDING ERECTION

WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK.
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL RICHARDSON PIONEER AG BUSINESS CENTRE
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www.bourgault.com

GROW with Bourgault.

SYA Supporting Partners
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BRONZE Sponsors

SYA Supporting Partners

IT’S HERE.

Saskatoon Co-op
306-933-3835

OPEN UP A WORLD 
OF POSSIBILITIES.
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NOTES
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NOTES
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NOTES

Check out SYA's website at:  

www.saskyoungag.ca
• Event updates and registrations

• Membership purchases
• Sponsorship information

• How to get involved
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DIAMOND Sponsors

Thank You 
To our 2019 Sponsors

PLATINUM Sponsors

GOLD Sponsors

SILVER Sponsors

BRONZE Sponsors

Ag In Motion 
Grain News

Sask Canola 
Western Producer

Aberhart Ag Solutions  
Affinity Credit Union

Bayer Canada - Crop Science Division

Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
SaskPower

Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers South Country Equipment

Cargill 
Conexus Credit Union

CJVR
Corr Grain Systems
Farm Credit Canada

FBC

Flaman
Harvard Broadcasting

MNP
Richardson Pioneer Limited

Svenska Builders
Viterra

Agricultural Producers Assoc. of Saskatchewan 
Bourgault

City of Saskatoon
FarmLink Marketing Solutions

Grain Millers Canada Corporation
Prairie Steel Products

Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association

Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation 
Saskatoon Co-op

Sasktel
Scotiabank

Syngenta
Wheatland Accounting


